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The U.S. Public Health Service has awarded Dr. Mitsuru Nakamura, chairman of the
University of Montana microbiology department, a $11,340 grant to continue his study
of the Trypanosoma cruzi.
The Trypanosoma cruzi is the blood parasite that causes South American sleeping
sickness.
Dr. Nakamura said that the long term goal of the project is to test and develop new
chemical agents that might be useful in the treatment of the disease.
Currently Dr. Nakamura has had some success in growing the protozoan in a simple
medium and in a chemically defined medium.
Another goal is the development of allergic-free vaccine that might prevent infection
and disease in exposed animals and humans.
Dr. Nakamura has two research assistants working with him on the project.

Marvin

Frazier, who received his A.B. from the University of Portland and M.S. from the
University of Oregon School of Medicine, and Robert Davidson, a graduate student working
for his M.S. are assisting in the study.

Davidson received his A.B. degree from the

University of Montana.
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